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dl a beſt 1 imitations of them by 
| - If we examine the point of the fineſt needle by 
|: microſcope, it appears about a Ir of an inch 
broad: but, if we look at the ging of a bee through» 
the ſame glaſs, its point is ſo ſine that wwe cannot 
1 it. The apparent diameter of the Tun is an 
no more than a foot long; but bis real diameter - 
ä is 763,000- miles. Such ſtriking conſiderations 
2 ought to overazoe the human mind; e 
fl inp it with a holy. delicacy, and make 
"cautious — we pronounce as to any o 


productions. It hath been owing to 


a delicacy that fome mien, in 
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_ with 15 . Thong the goſpel c comes e 
= > by the moſt god- lite credentials ; though it ſhines 
' - clearly to the conviction of all, like the fun in his * 5 

mueridian ſplendour, ſome men will not ſee it: 
inſtead of recognizing it as a revelation from Ges, 1 


5 of God into a lie. And after all the. 
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they have either tried to fritter down the evidence 


Ja of the ſpel, like Gibbon, Hume, and Vollai ,; 5 

| Or, like I 

as impoſture and fabulous. Such perſons exiſted'' 

in the times of Moſes, and alſo in the times of 
N > PAUL ; So the apoſtle ſays to Tim. in the context, 


r. T homas Paine, renounced it altogerher | 


New as Jannes and JAMBRES withstood More, 50 do 


THESE al5oresist the truth. But thou h evil men shall _ 
Va N worse and orte, deceiving" others, and bein 


dec ved themſelves, they cannot change : the truth 

| try 
employed by Mx. Parxg on the gi hand, and 
ridicule on the other, it, ig 4 glorious and eternal 


reality what Paul fays to Tim. in the words of the 
text, that All scripture is given by inspiration of God. 
By ceripture in this text, we are to underſtand the 
doctrinet contained in the old and new testament. 
This is limited by the apoſtle himſelf in the 1 5th va 
9 5 uber he IR 1 MERELY eee and i in 


a; * oh 


> 8 7” 0 * 


» The TON ſopbitry i is a gencrat Selb for alſz Hs , 


| or reaſoning without princip te. The whole of Mr. Paine's 


arguments againſt the divinity of the ſcriptures, are literal 


 ſephiſms. The greater part of his book is mere aſſertion. Some= _ 
times he wiſtabes, and ſometimes he begs the queſtion. N. e 
he raiſes the reader's hope; but, he goes about the kit and 
ttb bit, but never upon the bit, and diſappoints him in the end by 
_ "weaſoning in @ circle. This is not bold and daring affertivnt for, 
ds l am frequently to take Mr. Paias in my way, I ſhall make it. © 
dodut by a clear and ſatigfactory induction of particulars. I hal! 
_ produce inſtances of all theſe 54 pe Kinds of OOO: in ras 3 
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| this way diſtinguiſhes them as.infpired 


1 8 2 : ; f 5 other writings whateyi 5 "WP + thefe three ſerm ons, 2 Go ; 
„ "2 and 3 n one with en, 1 ſhall attend 1 


55 Fe vey . Align the ne of dim; or hows. from = 


what gronciples in human nature, it hath happened, 1 
ny i when the evidence of the goſpel is ſo clear 
dene frang,. ſome in every age have pretended. % R 5 
. 3rd. Offer a few directions, which all chriſtians , 9 
1 © ought to follow, if they would be faithful to 
| God and divine truth, and guard their Db "0 
0 e 


. before. proceeding to the. formal. 
N of this plan, I lay down the following pr 5 
» | ' founded in reaſon, and I conſider them of tl 8 
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aa. d 1 is DESIRABLE; for — 
LY r. among the heathen in all ages, 3 


| A e, e „ 
"Ys es e An e revelation: i is * RECESSART5- — 


(page 22) 33 that the word 2, God is t 


1% D, reckons any — revela» -* ON” 1 f 
el = eee an concluſiye; it. pi F 


to che happineſs of man. \ The RE 
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1 
1 
* o * 
Ig . 


| defors OUS wo 12 a | be equally ignorant of * 


1 It muſt be REASONARLE.: it muſt. Di 


* of man, gs: It a contain things 

obove our comprehenſion: like the works of crea- 
- tion, it muſt contain nothing contrary to our reaſon; . 
If it did, it would be ſetting man at odds with him- 


erigin, and of his future dy 1 
| 4th. Suppoſing God to make fi 


Telf, and it would be equally unworthy of God to 


| fore with the weakneſs, or tantalize the reaſon | 


of man. 
th. If fach A vevelationt ab ew — 


were made, it muſt be credible.” It would not leave 


man to doubt whether he ſhould believe it or not. 
Such a doubt cw be not only rebellion againſt 


God, but 5% pbe mt inſt his own reaſon. Fs 
would be prodeiming imſelf a fool.” qo Es : 3 


even in this life. n would be e abi 


way of finding the longitude by fea, and of making a; 


motion: but there is no principle in the works of creation, at 
leaſt, as yet known to us, by which theſe valuable and defirable * 
5 diſcoveries can be made. Though the creation manifeſts the 
poodneſe of God, it gives no adequate views of _ 
dis Golingſs; nor how an atonement can be made for fin. Do nor 
SMILE, If DEL1STS; for 1 appeal to fa@:, and facts are fubbory 
And eternal things. There never was a generation, nor àn indi- 55 
vidual ſince the world began, but wiſhed and tried to make an 
atonement te God, in one way or another. I do not ſpeak of © 
the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt, for that is a different queſtion, Now 
how is it that the human mind is thus naturally ſet on m 


wiſdom, po tber, and 


atonement? It is begging the 9 gueflion, to ſay, that men have deen 


e beate into a belief of the neceſſity of it, by prigſs and my 2 
for this deſire is wniver/al--it i» found in the hiſtory of the we 


the Hingoo, and the Samoide, who: never heard of revealed rei 


. Poa Ee is no een to ſay, that pricfis have we. nol . 
1 3 r after prieſts have ſold indulgencies and pardong, * | 
1 eber tended dire — at the cheat, aan 1 


DS 


Hehe b kid Jn "eſs . is; I fetürn D:. 
85 he plan by repeating the text, All ſcripture is grven 
Gl by. inſpiration of God. In other words, the holy i 
COD | = 5 criptures contain a reaſonable and poſitive revelation - _ © 
8 85 from God. They not only ſpeak to the human 
| heart, but they addreſs the judgment; they appeal _ 
to the reaſon of man: they loudly call upon him to 
open his eyes to judge for himſelf; they preſent - 
him with every defrable, with _— reaſonable, = > 
with ena god-like credential of their divinity... 
the diſcuſſion of this ſubject, I ſhall not take mx _ 
arguments from ſcripture; this would be a begging 

the queſtion: like Mr. Paine, it would be taking _ 

ne what remains to be proved; to ufea a 
8 expreſſion, it would not be fair play. I ſhall! 
4 — all my arguments from reaſon, from cmmqꝶmm 
fenſe, and . the philoſoph of human nature. II 
2 hall prove the Aivinity wr the ſcriptures by. ou OY 
ji . the” induction: 5 
1 ift. From the fublimity of the ſtyle, and the 1 
= great encourugement which the ſcriptures give to the 7 
. Rady of /cience and philoſophy. As the works f 
i Gn od infinitely excel the mechaniſm of man, reaſon — 
1 = s that, if God give an inſpired revelation, it 
. malt be in a ſtyle tuperior to ring is human; hjge 
muſt give ſuch Acores of his being, perfectin rt 

And ends, as could not have entered into the ma 
1 man without divine inſpiration. Now this de- 


"wot be cafy until they wade atonement in —— for thete | EP 
1 85 1 This turns us back and in upon the fact, nad defireof _. 
- | © atonement is univerfal ; it is natural to the black and the white, 


: | to the prieft and to the people, This wiſh is a frong preſentiment - 
Dol 'of a judgment to come, and alfo'of mani's- 215505 to meet it 
. 1 And as man is not taught by any thing in the creation howto 

8 — — . 1 852 coe muſt be 2 I, 
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©  mandof reaſon we find filly anſwered in ſeripture. 
The accounts which they give of God, are worthy 


. In the unity of God; 2. In the equality of man; 3. 


ent, omnipreſent; as abhorring every thing finful i 2; 
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of him: he is reprefented as *oxs Gop; as the 7 


© ® Mr. Paine (page 1 and 2) makes his profeſſion of faich, 
yeligion lies in mercy to our fellow-creatures; 4. In the immortality 
of the ſoul : and yet he declares that he does not believe the 


erced_of the F ant church, nor the bible revelation. What 


ſophiſtry is this! Theſe doctrines believed by Mr. Paine, are not aj 
only profeſſed by all the proteſtant churches, but Myr. Paine could 
never have known them fully without the bible. The mw of 

God, indeed, may be inferred by reaſon from final cauſes; but 

I defy Mr. Paine to point out one inſtance in the hiſtory of man- 

kind, where any individual arrived at a confirmed belief of the 
unity of God, without having ſome intimation of it from ſerip - 
ture. Socrates is the moſt remarkable inſtance; he was put to = | 
death by the Athenians becauſe he denied a plurality, and profeſſed. 
the unity of God: but Socrates himfelf was not 175 for he cauſed 

a cock to be ſacrificed to 222 the god of phyfic, a little 


before his death. The equality of man is a bile doctrine: if we 


+ canfine. our views to ſociety, the idea of a father would, for a 


and, vice verad, when the ſon arrives at manhood, and the father 
. comes ſuperior to the father. But the bible puts father and ſon, = 


— 


ven muſt the admirers of The 


in two eren expreſſions! 


of revelation, 7 he does not know it, that Mr. P. hath been - | 
P 


time at leaſt, always fuggeſt the idea of inferiority in the ſon; 
declines both in mental faculties and bodily powers, the ſon be- 


enabled to muſter ſophiſtieal arguments againſt it. What 


ff Reaſon he, to he fy > 7 


oat of their reaſon by Mr. P. af 
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1 fubjects of the meaneſt vices. But w 
5 bible writers? O my God, mine holy one, thou art 7 
purer eyes 5 to behold iniquity; he will by no means 


* 9 * 
* 9.9 JM ES * 
5 D . 
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4 and 1 When the Abe 1 give „„ 
dn account of their Gods, they repreſent them 
confined in their government to particular provinces, 
dãs claſbing with one another, as dependent on men; 
but the bible avriters give us ſuch vaſt conceptions | . 1 
of God, as could only be inſpired by God himſelf ;; 
Do not 7 ' fill heaven and atk] ? Behold the heaven of 


heavens cannot contain thee; God meaſures the waters 
in the hollow of his hand, he meteth aut the heavens _ 


d ſpan ; he weigheth the mountains in W and 
| the hills in a balance. 


Man is naturally apt to Seated God b himſelf: 


ph this we find verified in fact, for the bel profane 
authors give no better account of their gods. 
Homer hath been juſtly admired for his 2 
and V. . 5 the 45 of his ſtyle; 
theology and creeping, and altogether un- 
| Sorry of EN 
Neptune as outrageous, ind the great Fupiter as an 


ut their” 
. Mercury is repreſented as a #hief, 
adulterer ;, all the other gods 7 godde fe as the 

at ſay the 


clear the guilty. The bible too, of all other books, 


is the moſt 8 to ſciences it calls on man 

do ſtudy God in his works of creation and proviss- 

dence. The inviſible things of God (ſays Paul to the b 
Romans) are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the thingt 

that are made, even his. eternal power and god bead. 


5 In the writings of Galileo; in the works of Sir 


Nesbton; in the diſcoveries of Herchel, we 


| dre only told what they have ſeen; but, they have 


no authority to command our attention. But the 


5 bible not only tells us that the 2vorks of the Lord are 
7 e TRY: it calls W us es moſt a, 


r 


44356 the earth upon nothing. 
| __ holds out the earth under the idea of a large ball or 
1 giobe W in the air, ee by che 


By. eee e God 3 N 
8 — every advantage to thoſe who doz for 
ig zw/e and will obſerve things, 8 
© wnderfland 2 — E . de, 
nounces auf threatenings againſt thoſe who do 
not, Becauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, 

nor confder the 1 of his hands, therefore be 


will deftroy them, and not build them up. There is. 
ſcarcely a creature in the whole creation of God, 
but it is introduced into the ſeripture; and man, 

vain man, is called to learn inſtruction from it. 


We are ſent to the ant, to learn diligence; to the 


an and aſs, to learn obedience and gratitude : we are 
ſent to the ſerpent, to learn wiſdom ; and to the 
dove, for ſimplicity and innocence, What unphilo- 
ſophical rant, then, is it in itſelf; what i ignorance 
does it diſcover of the ſcriptures and what an 
infult is it to the reaſon of man, for Mr, P. to 
aſſert (pages 26 and 46) that the chriftian ſyfem 
of faith 1s a fort of religious denial of God”, and that 


4 forme Hef only on the idea of one world”. The 


bible announces a plurality of worlds: thouſands 


of years before 1610, when Galileo invented the 


firſt teleſcope, In the be ginning Gad created the hea 


_ wens and the earth. By the word of the Lord were the. © 
_ - heavens, i.e. the fun, moon, and ſtars, made, and 


all the Jet of thein, by the breath of his mouth. But 


the ſcripture not only announceth a plurality of f 


worlds, but even ſuggeſts the idea of the earth'a 
Jphericity, and that long before the diſcovery of the | 

$94 attraction, repulſon, and gravitation, 
Sir Iſaac Newton. God (fa ( gr >" DA chap. 26) hang 


his expreffion plai 


Ry ee on ol . TRE ok 3 11 1 "TE 
jacent body. What can be the meaning of — 
5 ſtriking and ſublime analogy between the bible and 

the works of God? How is it that when nature 
invites us by her charms, the bible ſhould urge us 
by its promiſes and commands to ſudy her? for 
though other writings may deſcribe the works of 


"Che they do not pretend, like the bible, to com- 
mand us to ſtudy God in them. Why this peeu- 
liarity diſtinguiſhes the bible from all other compo- 
fitions; it ſhews it to be a book entirely "on generis : 
it is nature preſenting herſelf before gow of 
' revelation; it is nature waving with the — to 

the human race; it is nature reſounding in the ear, 
and to the reaſon of man, chat, All | ſeripture i is gives 
by *rnſpiration of G. 

_ 2nd. From a great variety of g odlite 9 
reaſon and common 93 27 Soba if God make 
an revelation of himſelf ty" one man, or by an 
number of men, he muſt give fome fign, by which = 
ſuch perſons may be known as the meſſengers of 


'God : 'without the reaſon: of man would: be 


- inſulted, the world would lie open to the — 
| fraud and impoſition; every entbyſraft might ſtart 
up, and cannonize the fumes of an overheated ima. 


© mad the reveries of his own mind as. the 5 | | 


i 


n infpiration 1 Ae mean, and che e 3 
| Jo-the text every word within the boards of the bible; for it re» 
quires no inſpiration to ſay, There was a man in the load: of Us, 
. "whoſe name was Fob, The clock that I left at Trous bring with the _ 
- books, but eſpecially the parchments. But though this be granted, 
and it would be unworthy of God to give an inſpired and mira- 


_ culous revelation of what man can diſcover by reaſon, it is no 8 


' argument, 28 Mr. Paine would make it, againſt the bible; it is 
ns argument againſt the revealed doctrine o the fall and — 
; | e learned from > ths 0 
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oracles of God. Without ſigns, men could nat 
| _ diſtinguiſh between the viſſonary fanatic, and the 
. anointed and god-/ent prophet. So we read that 
Moſes would not run with his #/ dix:t and his pro. 
- babilities like Mr. P. among the French: he ſought | 
_ a fign, and the Lord gave him one, by i Pp 
rod into a ſerpent. The Jews would not be 'the 
Adupes of a blind credulity, but aſked a ſign of Jeſus 
Chriſt. In latter times, Montanus, St. Francis, 
Peter the Hermit, Mrs. Leeſe, and Mrs. Buchan, 
have all been juſtly diſcarded and reprobated as 
_ viſionaries, by the common ſenſe of mankind, | be- 
cauſe they gave no ſign. ... Now this reaſonable de- 
mand of /igns or miracles, is given by God to the 
bible revelation. Moſes' wonders in Egypt were 
of this kind; his adminiſtration in the wilderneſs 
was a ſyſtem of miracles. When the prophet 
 Elyah was ſent in the name of God, and it was at 


a time when the knowledge of God was nearly loſt _ 
in Palaſtine, he why ſigns. The prophet might 


have availed himſelf of the ignorance of the people 
= * asameandf the groſſeſt impoſition; but this prophet _ 
= confirmed the divinity of his miſſion, by bold and 
repeated appeals to viſible and exiſting facts: he 
ſhut up the heavens, and they rained not; he. 
opened the heavens, and they gave rain; he 
brought down fire from heaven, upon the enemies 
of God, in the ſight of thouſands. The new teſta- _ 
ment is ul of miracles wrought both by the Lord 
- Jeſus in perſon, and alſo by the hands of his 
CIA. eds nt as EY 
. - Theſe miracles were wrought publicly; they 
were wrought daily, and for a long time; they 
were wrought in towns and in villages: thouſands 
of enemies attended to detect the fraud and impo—- 


* 
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> had been any. 


: x / wrooght by a word ſpoken, Yr at a diane From 1 8 4 
"the ſcene of the miracle, as in the caſe of the nobles 
. fon. They were not wrought to ſupport 1 


religion, but to confirm a doctrine Which 


f * years after they were healed, and atteſted _ 
dhe truth of them; and thouſands who had been 


ye witneſſes of them, who had no reaſon to cheat 5 | 


themſelves, or to impoſe upon others, actually re- 
3 nounced the ſweets of domeſtic quiet, their pro= 
erty, and at laſt their lives, in bearing tele 
is miraculous ſyſtem. 

"It is 7 objeCtion to theſe miracles that they | 
were not wrought in the fight of Mr. P.; they 
were wrought to confirm a revelation which re- 
ſpects him and all mankind: and when the human 


£ ran is left to itſelf, when it is not under the in - 
— fluence of a poſitive enmity againſt God, when it 


is not warped by prejudice or Blinded by intereſt, 
the miracles of the goſpel are ſo numerous, glorious ö 


5 And e as to flaſh and inſpire a happy 55 a 9 


»The! in e er with which Mr: Paine writes 0 
the bible, is owing to one great miſtake; to his confounding 
chriſtianity and the national eſtabliſhments 'of it. His mind 55 
8 to be ſo completely ſoured and fretted at prieſteraft, that 

ike an enraged animal, he ſnaps and bites at every thing indiferie. 
minately that comes in his way. He very unphilofophically and 
© abfurdly puts the villany o 2 to the account of religion: it 

would be juſt as philoſophic 

for the crimes which men commit under his light. Chri iſtianity, 30 
and tlie abuſes of it, are diametrically oppoſite, and eternally: differ- 
ent. It would be wicked in the extreme to aſcribe the calamities | 
of Europe, for theſe five years, to certain principles; and it is 
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deck it. The ſubjects of the miracles lived 10 : No 


toſay, that, the ſun is accountable. T 


1 nen The Jew and the Gentile b 8 joined 
hands at the ſight of their glory; they have bent 
the knee 1 6 — and fallen down before them 
(lays Nicodemus) that thou art a teacher r 
' come from God; for no man can do the works which _ 
| thou dogſt, except Gad be with him. In the Acts of | 
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the Apoſtles we are told, and, in one point. . 


view, it is as great a miracle as is recorded in the _ 
new teſtament, that a great multitude ER the 35 


prieſts were obedient to the faith. When the p 


1dolaters at Lyfra'ſaw the cri eripi healed uy Paul, 1 7 
Lycaonia: The gods |} 


they cried out in the ſpeec 


are come down to us in ag likeneſs of men......Now, © 
why hath God ſo often 3 Why hath he "IT 
been pleaſed to *reverſe the common laws of na- 
ture? Why theſe miracles are the finger of God 
pointing to my text; they loudly proclaim. to all. 
who hear of them, hater All WEIR: is n by 


3Hſprration of God. 


| a * The ſuppoſition 5 by Ur. 8 TOR 50) 4 a man 


aſcending i in a ballocn, of extracting fire from the human body, &c. 
can in no ſenſe come under the idea of a miracle. In all theſe 
inſtances there is only a diſcovery and diſplay, but, no reverſion of 
the laws of nature. The riſing of the balloon is no more than a 


diſplay of the law of rariſied air compared with the law of com- 
mon atmoſpheric air, and is the effect of a long and formal proceſs. 
When a conductor, again, is applied to a cloud, or any other 
object charged with electric fire, it is the law of nature for the 
conductor to draw it off; but there is no reverſion of any known - 
law. In the inſtances, too, ſuppoſed by Mr. P. there muſt be 
an actual congreſſion; and without his, the law of each would not 
appear: but in moſt of our Lord's miracles, there was none. 


It is a law of nature for water to ſeek and to preſerve a level; 
but it is a reverſion of that law for water to riſe up in heaps, as 

at the Red Sea and Jordan, without coming into » ifible contact 
with any body, to difplace them, It is a /aw of nature for a fig- 


tree to flouriſh and decay; but it is a reverſion, or arreſt of this 
law, for a lig-tree, i in its richeſt ſtate of TC ROPONY to wither away 


Yo Prom: che al | fulkllment 5 ſeriptre 1 

| 3 Miracles and prophecy are mutually de. 
pendent upon, and reciprocal evidences for, one 2 
another. As miracles were given to authenticate * 
the divine miſſion of the rophets, and of Chriſt. 
at the time they ſpoke; ſo the prophecies her a 
fulfilled not only authenticate themſelves, but they 1 
are a proof that the miracles were no fraud or im- 
e Reaſon g that if man be an immortal 7 


* "« $ * . * 


8 at a Ga n in a moment. It is a /aw' of 1 5 
a2 man is actually dead, when life is extinct, to continue ſo; but 
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. it is a reverſion of that law to be raiſed to life, as was the caſe 
55 with Laxarut, and after his blood had gone into putrefaction. 
8 This contraſt between the play and the reverſion of the Jaws of 


nature ſhews, that, Mr. Paine's ſuppoſition is not in point; it is 
a ſophiſm; it is a begging the queſtion as to the nature of miracles. 
Mr. Paine (page 53) diſcards miracles as unneceflary, becauſe 
Moral principle ſpeaks univerſally for itſelf. This is another 
groſs ſophiſm; it is an ignorantia elenchi, as to the intention. of 
miracles. The great intention of miracles was not to confitfr 
moral truth; a ſenſe of moral truth is natural to man, for, Te 
Gentiles who 1 not the lazo, do by. nature the things contained in 
the law. But miracles were intended to mark out, aud confirm, 
the divine miſſion of the prophets and of Jeſus Chriſt ; to alarm 
men as to the certainty of rewards and puniſhments, and to rouſe 
them to the praftice of morality. When John ſent his difciples- 
to Chriſt, it was not to be inſtructed in morality; for; beſides 
the intimations of à natural conſcience, John had the law and 
the prophets; but it was with this queſtion, Are #hou he that "Ag 
. Should come, or lool we for another * In that. ſame hour, Jeſus per 
_ formed many miracles; and then he addreſſed John's diſciples,. | 
S0, tell Jobn what things ye ſee and hear; the blind receive their 
bt, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed: plainly pointing out 
his miracles as the credentials of his meſſiahſhip, and of his 
miſſion from God. Myr. Paine s account of the whale and Jonah,” > I 
and our Lord's temptations, is a whale of a quibble; and if = 
could believe what Mr. P. ſays, that, Paul was armanuface- 
| turer of quibbles” 1 ſhould alſo. think, that, as Paul is dead, 
Mr. P. is advertiſing in his 95 M 7 that n 
Foy on the 9 neſs... | 


— bet andif God make a reve 
man in chis character, it muſt contain * prophecies 
of what he will do for him, in him, and by him, 


88 and Providence. It is a reaſonable. expe 
that God ſhould foretel the time her, th 


e The bible revelation foretels all theſe 
things in the moſt minute and circumſtantial 
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miah; the deliverance was foretold bo ei and 
 FEyrus mentioned by name 200 years 

| Was born. The perſon, the m⸗ of his con- 
Kkeͤption, the birth and fortunes. of the Meſſiah 
- - were foretold; the time when, and the * | 
where he was to be born ; the nature of his 
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1 Theſe prophecies have been, or are, now fulfilling. 
The preſent diſperſion of the Jews, with the loſs 
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"pp phecies of Moſes and of Chriſt. In the per- 
a 


mentioned by the evangeliſt Matthew, and all. 
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fulfillment of theſe prophecies depended on a mul- 
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we could foreſee, and no human power prevents | 
be * LeQures by Michelis on the new teſtament. 
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Without ſuch intimations, men would not know © | 
what to expect for the future, nor how they-ought _ 
to conduct themſelves for the preſent towards Cod 


by wvhom, and the manner how he would- deliver 


manner. The diſperſion of the Jews was foretold | 
by Moſes ; the two captivities in Babylon by Jere- 


dom, and the fate of is goſpel and Followers: ai 8 


of their genealogy, are an awful fulfillment of the 


+ Dr. Playfair's chronology. > "* 
4 Mr. Pa aine 55 14) rejects prophecy, becauſe he Fes #5 


fore he _ 


| hiſtory of Jeſus Chrift, we find no fewer = 
than thirty-two different and particular prophecies _ 


fulfilled in the moſt marked manner. Now the 4 
. _ titude of ſecond cauſes, which us f human fore pM . 8 
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plus Chriſt 8 his own RN and 9 0 
death; the time of his reſurrection; the deſeent 
of his ſpiritz the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the 18 
Romans: and all theſe have been fulfilled. bh 
If we compare bible prophecy. with the preſent: | 7 

ſtate of the world, we may ſee the truth of it in 

the continued independence of the. * Arabs. It is 
prophecied that Ithmael, and the Arabs are his 
deſcendants, ſhould be a. auild man, and that ge 
ſhould dwell in the preſence of his brethren. Now _ __ 
this prophecy is fulfilling in the preſent independ-> 
ence of that people : they have been attacked, but. 
they have never been. tubdued.. This f is the more 


A 


of yerka,. This j is apatberr of Mr. Fa en by which 

he would dazzle the eyes and impoſe on the credulity of the 
ignorant; for though the word rendered prophet, was uſed 1323 
among the Hebrews for foet, this will not prove that it wat | 
newer uſed for what we call a prophet, or one who foretells future 
events.. But the ſame word uſed for a poet, chiefly ſignified a 


» SEER, and ſo it is explained, and Sam. 9 & 9. But the queſtion . 

91 is not about words and names, but about facts. It is-of no im- 
. portance whether the name of the man who built 82. Paul's in 

2 Fs Lundon, or the Old Church in Stockport, was James or Fobn; it 
OD 2... cannot affect the exiſtence of theſe buildings, whether he was 
— : - called an arebitect, or a rope- dancer: we know that fuch build. 
25 lings were ereQed. In like manner, it cannot affect the truth f 
ohh =, of the prophecies, whether the Hebrew word, rendered prophet, - 15 
3s „was expreſſive of the office. Mr. Paine, if he pleafes, may ſay, 

4 EE 14 that, the word prophet originally ſign ified a Hammerman, or a 

8 Cotton-ſpinner. But the queſtion is, Dit not Mofes, Iſalab, Daniel, 


. 


15 * a. Feſus Chriſt, &c. foretel future events; and have not theſe events 


| 2 ee happened? This ſhort queſtion at once lays the © A % 


„ 
. 2 


SE the rost, to uſe Mr. Paine s own words, by ſhewing wat he- 
6 © Plays with words, and conſequently, that all he N TAL s e 
8 | ae is "not t worth e vet. Ta 55 
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martin; ther as Gi Reste tins Pas bd 
and plunderers i in every age, it is the Flitoreſt op 


_ Juch a ſort of people, as one would not wiſh either 
for friends or foes”. But though all the dee 

ors, even Alexander himſelf, have tried it, they 

have never been fſubdued. The truth of Peper 
dAlſo appears in the ſpread of the goſpel by: miſſion- 
iries, by Methodiſts, and others, to the Eaſt and 
SH Weſt Indies, to the coaſt of Africa, and in the 
Provent declining ſtate of antichriſt. | 
Now, what is the meaning of all this? How: can 
we account for it, that, * — all the combinations 
by men againſt the goſpel by writing | in private, 
and wars and perſecutions in public, prophecy, like 
che ſun in the midſt of the greateſt fu mne ſhould 
_ continue unſhaken, ſhould boar # ceed i 1n its. 


our eyes, that cannot alter it; 3 hy No prophecy of 5 
e ts of any private interpretation: but holy men 
wal In the words of the 8250 Al n, is Sven * : 
e of of God. ys 
ſhall finiſn this particutes by repeating two. - 


5 Fllment of . The Son of Man hall appear in 
| - the . 0 heaven. with Nur "ne «OI glory, 0 ond 


. ee . 8 


every conqueror to root them out. In the words 5 . 
af one of the Roman *hiſtorians, The Arabs are 


ly men 
God ſpote as they were moved by the Holy Gh oft. TG: 


awful ſcripture prophecies; they reſpect not def 
on the one hand, nor believers. on other, but . 
they comprehend all mankind: I-p God that 
in his infinite mw he maybreathe on Mr. Paines 
\ ul and mine, and make us all ready for the ful- 
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I 170 4 be g MFR all en nations of th he 25 a 5 
and his angels: To the righteous, Come, ye ble Nd 4 


mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that now not God, and that obey not the gofþel of our. 

Lord Fefus Chrift; 0ho ſhall be puniſhed with EVER> 
LASTING | DESTRUCTION im the preſence of 8 
; Lord, and from "the glory of his power. AMEN, 1 


to man. Now the morality of the ſcriptures fully 
anſwer this expectation o reaſon : "ho 
nothing but what is for our good, to perform even 
in this world, and though there were no hereafter; 
they forbid nothing but what would be for our 
; 8 were we to doit. . Let us look into the dif- 


8 Plato, and Socrates, and all the other moraliſts Be 
_ that ever lived, and we ſhall find them built on 
1 3 a narrow and party ſcale, and ſoplended with” + 


85 — to defeat their own end. Other Alem. . 

9:5 3 reſpect only 7þ;s or the other Ration or 

fltate, 55 
the morality of the goſpel wege all mankind, _ 
Oiler * men e certain e 5 


ſhall he Jay to 10 the a Depart from me, , 


imo everlaſting fire, prepared for the deut 1 


my Father, inherit the kingdom 2a fr 8 
The Lord Fefus ſhall be rt d. from heaven wit} bis # ; 


even g come, Lord Feſus. © 
Ath. From the moral tendency of the ſcriptures, 


5 and their fine to promote the happineſs of man. 


Reaſon requires that if God make a revelation of 


huis will to men, it ought to have ſuch a tendency 
zs to better their condition, and promote their hap= 
pineſs; if otherwiſe, it would be ?rifling on the 


part of God, and altogether /iperfluous and ger 


ey 8 : 


erent ſyſtems of Confucius, Zoroaſter, Pythogoras, 


perſtition and the groſſeſt abſurdities, às ſome- 


is or the other e of philofophe büt 
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but the morality of the goſpel follows us into all 
the poſſible walks of perſonal, private, or public - 
life; it teacheth men to be good huſbands, good 
roiuec, good children, and good fervants; good ſubjefts, 
and good magiſtratec. The different ſyſtems of mo- 
rality chiefly reſpect men in a ſocial capacity, and 
direct their external conduct; but the morality of 
the goſpel addreſſes us as individuals; it takes in 
our moſt ſecret thoughts, our motives and ende. 
It's great law reſpecting God, is, T hou ſhalt love. 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart. It's rule for 
ſociety embraces the equality of man, Whatfoever 
would that men ſbould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
unta them. It's law for the individual is equally. 
careful of our bodily health, and of our peace of 
mind, Be ſober. 2 thy heart with all diligence. 
Other. ſyſtems of moralit 5 no authority to en- 
force compliance; but the goſpel morality addreſſes 
the'reaſon, as well as the heart of man, by the 
molt endearing and tremendous ſanctions. There 
is no book on earth ſo favourable to all the ſublime - 
and pure affections of the ſoul, and unfriendly to 
all the grovelling and deſtructive paſſions, as 
the bible. CV 
_. This is not the inflamed and high ſounding rant 
of an overheated imagination; for we have ſeen 
the happy effects of the goſpel, in the great and 
laſting changes which it hath produced. Every 
one knows, that, at the time particularly when 
_ Chriſt appeared, the whole world was lying in 
wickedneſs. When Paul came to Corinth, he 
found the morals of that famous city corrupt to the 
laſt degree: the people of that place were ſo aban- 
doned, that Coriuthiadſein, or fo act the Corinthian”, , 
was a proverbial expreſſion for a very bad man. 


Web | wad — "nating The S __ an 
_ _ Feternal round of voluptuouſneſs and debanchery,- 
Be not deceived, ſays the apoſtle, neither formicators, 
nor idolaters, nor revilers, nor extortioners. One can 


ſcarcely imagine a blacker catalogue, unleſs we 
were to receive it from the bottomleſs pit. But 


When this Was their character, what a great 


N change did the goſpel produce; hear it fr 


apoſtle: Such were ſome of you,” but ye are waſhed, 
ye are juſtified, ye are ſanctified in the name of the Lord 


e e of cur e ching 
leis than a religion from God, produce duch a 25 
and happy change f. .. Theſe ee had 


from their youth up, Mr. Paine's word of — 


ereation, but they were no better; they had read 


former ſyſtems of morality, but their hearts were 
not changed; they had been initiated into all the 


miyſteries of the heathen myrbology, but their con- 
duct was not reformed : but no ſooner did they 
hear the go goſpel, than they became new men; the 


Corinthian *priefts fled from their temples, and 
their oracles became dumb for ever. But this in- 
fluence of the goſpel was not confined to Corinth: 


wherever the goſpel came, it diffuſed the triumphs 


of piety to God; of juſtice and humanity to man. 


. The grace of God, ſays Paul, and he gives it not as 
| his own character, but as common to the firſt 


chriſtians, teacheth us, that denying unmgodlineſt as 


wvorldly Tufts, aue ſbould live 7 righteouſly, 4 


bay * hee 1 enen mall“ M = 


godly £ this preſent world, Now, what fhall wWe 
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. Ts " Blair's Sermons, | oy 


from a morality ſo ſuperior to all other inits naturr, 
extent, ſanctions, and aſtoniſhin 0 on the minds 
of men? What ſhall we ſay of is morality which 
ſounds in perfect uniſon with the dictates of na- 
tural. conſcience? I know what the enemies of 
revelation will ſay ;- they will cry, H here was the 
morality of your goſpel, when Rachel flole her father's 
images? When David went into Bathſbeba, and then 
flew that magnanimaus officer, Uriah? W here-was the 
morality of your goſpel, when Peter and Thomas de- 
med their maſter * When Dæmas left the apſtles and 
the preaching of the goſpel, for ſome ſecular employment ? 
But though all theſe things are true, they cannot, 
and do not affect the preſent queſtion, What the 
goſpel calls, and commands men to be, is one 
thing; what men are, is quite another: and per- 
fection of moral character is incompetent to man 
while in this world. N „ 

____ There is, too, an eternal difference between the. 
bible giving us an hforical account of the wicked- 
neſs of bad men, and the errors and failings of 
good men, and approving of theſe. Indeed, it is 
one of the great proofs of the ſcripture being a 
divine revelation, that the writers of it candidly 
relate their own failings : they — 75 them before 
God; they lament before men. Whereas, in the 
hiſtory of :mpogfors, they have always concealed their 
own vices, and flattered men's corruptions......It is 

by not attending to this marked diſtinction, that 
2 Paine (page 12) ſpeaks ſo unworthily of the 
bible, and calls it the waard of a demon”. He 
eonfounds hifforical narration with moral approbation; 
he ſpeaks as if the one implied the other, by 
charging the vices mentioned in ſcripture upon the 
{cripture itſelf : if crimes had been mentioned, ank 


* 


7 


bet . e e A Paints reaſoning, b | 
not concluſive, would have been more ſpecious.” But 
by following up the hiſtory of national and parti» 
cular ſins, with the hiſtory of national and par- 
ticular puniſhments, the ſacred writers at the ſame 
time clear the moral government of God, and 
et up a beacon for the admonition and the good 
of nk, T heſe things 2 our examples, to the 
intent that awe ſhould not tu 2 r evil things as they 
alſo luſted. Now all the 
expreſsly) happened unto them, and they are awrit- 
ten = our admonition on whom the ends of the 
evorld are come. 
Other ſyſtems of morality, on the principles of 
natural inſtinct, or civil intereſt, make proviſion 
for friends; but the goſpel morality burſts all theſe 
narrow bounds, and makes proviſion for enemies : 
Love YOUR ENEMIES 3 bleſs them that curſe you..... 
How fully doth this ſhew the / 2767 of Mr. 
Paine in ſaying, that, the word of God is the creation 
mwhich we behold” ;, for, wherein the whole creation, 
and without the bible in our hand, can we meet 
with any thing like this precept? It is true, our 
Lord illuſtrates the precept by the divine goodneſs; 
by God cauſing the ſun to riſe and his rain to deſcend 
on the juſt and on the unjuſt, But this 18 form one 
part, one view. of the creation: if we were to form 
a concluſion here, we would be ſtopt ſhort 
forms and earthquakes z by every kind of di aſe i in af 
the human body. And when we look at the moſt 
civilized nations, inſtead of love, we find them, in 
the. dreadful guage of the apoſtle, /iving in 
malice and in 2 „ hateful and hating, or, as the 
Greek word fi Gonfies, WORRYING one another. 


Theſe: facts ul ern new RE though, by 


ings (ſays Paul moſt 


e 80 Ae 3 

Love your enemies, the precept itſelf is inſpired; i 21 
is pectiliar to the bible revelation: without * 
keriptures, it would not occur to che reaſon * 
man. This view of the genius and tendency of 
- the goſpel morality is a confirmation of the 4 — 
in N text, that, All ſcriptures is given by inſpiration 


5th. From the great diverſity of the character of Ms, 


"the writers, and that unity of deſign which is pre- 
ſerved by the whole; e ſays, that if God make 
a revelation of his will to men, by one man, or wy 8 
ever ſo many different men, that revelation by 
be conſeftent 3} no part of it muſt break in upon, or 


unhinge the great defign. Now this expectation 
of reaſon is fully anſwered. in fſeripture. The 


writers of it were men of very different characters 


and conditions: they lived in very different times; 
and even thoſe who lived at the fame time, lived in 
very different places; ſo that we cannot ſuſpect 


them of any colluſion. Some of them were learned 


men; as Moſes, Iſaiah, Daniel, and Paul. Some 
of them were great men; as David, Solomon, and 
Hezekiah. Some of them illiterate men ; z as the 
Loxp CarisT and his alen. So Chriſt's hearers 


were aſtoniſhed. at his doctrine, and ſaid, How 


knoweth this man letters, having never learned ? 
When the jewiſh ſanhedrim ſaw the boldne 5 of Peter 
and Fohn, and that they were unlearned, they took 
_ knowledge of them that they had been with Fefiu. 


| No how is it, that, in ſuch a very great diverſity 


of character and circumſtances, theſe writers 
ſhould preſerve ſuch a complete and unbroken unity 
of deſign? They all agree in giving the ſame ac- 
| 1 an of man; — 3 of the-way | 


IF 
immortality beyond- the grave. One would not 
Wonder to ſee philoſophers joining with philoſo- 
phers to form a fect or party; it would be nothing 
wonderful to ſee prigſis of the ſame time conſpiring 


of recovery; of our moral duty to God and to dne 
another here; and of the certainty of a ſtate of 


and clubbing with priefts, to hoodwink the people, 


and cheat them out of their money. But to ſee 
ſo many different writers, of ſo very different cha- 


racters and times, all agreeing in the ſame great, 
common, and diſintergſted deſign, can only be ac- 
counted for, from the purity and unity of that 
ſpirit by which they were inſpired. Let us caſt 


Our eyes back over the page o . hiſtory, and look 


fir ſuch an unity of deſign among any other claſs 


* 


of writers. Mr. P. may ſeek for it, but he will 


never find it. The Greeks at one time had no 
fewer than 30,000 gods: they were divided into 


Boxuu, or. Chief Good.... Now, how 1 it, that 


one ſet of wiſe men, or philoſophers, 


all their diſcoveries together, with Mr. Paine s 


Age of Reaſon as a preface to them, and they will 


not make a book equal to the new teſtament; 


written by a few illiterate fiſnhermen“? No an- 
ſwer can be given to this but one, that, The world 
by: wiſdem knew net God, and after this, it pleaſed 


1 himſe 7 


Jes neither wrote it him nor © Procured it to be written” in 


Tz 


nity of the goſpel. It hath been the manner of impoſiors in every 


= 


age to write their own ſy 


—— 


es but Jeſus leaving his golpel to 


| | ould riſe ; 
ap aſter another, among the Phemncians, Egyptians, 
 Chaldeans, Greekeand Romans 3, and yet, let us put 


is-life-tume.. But this is one of the ſtr ongeſt proofs of the divi- | 


W PTY - 2 P? . 
5 . © ITY \ 
1 5 x 
+ p * Oo WT, 4 _ "_ N 
: — . many — = l * 1 e = —— - Q 
8 22 . — bs J r & — —— — 
= I Js —— Fr = —— » . —— r. * 3 
1 — _ p n — 292 
eee ths as _— _ — * » —— . 
* e . a : "034-5 — — — = 
#9 64 * 2 * = w 
i — — « Swat > 4 a — — . 
- . a ” v 7 s A Y -- pars 0 : r 3 * 4 2 — 
X ? N = 4 Ls — ON" ke. * 
5 1 N 8 : * ** . : Berne. oe et, 
- — - 8 


26 
God 5 the - fa ;ſhneſs of preaching 10 . them that 


believe. From this great diverſity of character and 


wnity-of deſign, it fully appears, "hat, All re 


# given by inſpiration 0 God. 


6th. The wonderful gbr erde of che ſerip 


tures through ſo many ages and dangers, is a 


proof of their divinity. © Reaſon ſays,” that, if God 
condeſcend to give an inſpired revelation, his good- 
neſs muſt make proviſion for the preſervation of it. 


Without this, it could only be uſeful for a time, 


and to a part of mankind: r this expectation is 


fully anſwered in the hiſtory of divine providence 


reſpecting the ſeriptures. Some of the ſacred books 


are, of all others, the moſt ancient; and, not- 


withſtanding the enmity of mankind, all of them 
have been ſaved from ſuch dangers and devaſtati- 
ons as nothing elſe hath ſurvived. Empires have 
riſen and fallen: death hath carried off one gene- 


ration of mankind after another: the zemple of 


Solomon; the city of Feruſalem'; the * walls, 
the fately palaces, the hanging gardens of Babylon, 
al all been moved by the hand, and ſwept away 
by the beſom of time. Kings and E mperors have 
burnt and deſtroyed ' millions of chriſtians; the 
Loxp CHRIST himſelf was put to death; Popes 
have laid an embargo upon the bible; they have 
covered it up in a dead language, and forbid it to 
be read by the people; but the greateſt perſecutors 


have never been able to e it. Tons and 


be written by his pallets is a proof that "I was no impoſtor ; | 
it ſhews that he neither meant to impoſe on his apoſtles, nor 
wiſhed them to impoſe on others. It diſcovers his f of perfoaſion 
of his doctrine as the truth; a doctrine that could ſtand on its 
own legs, without the crutch of human authority, « or oe dark 
colluſions of 1 0 | 
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Abraries have been burnt by fire, or ſwallowed up 1 
by earthquakes, but the ſcriptures have been pre» "ml 
ſerved : they are before us. The watchful provi - 
dence of God hath reſcued. them from the iron 
hands of perſecutors ; from. the avaricious clutches 
of prieſts : it hath ſtript them of every dark co 
vering; and, by tranſlating them into every“ lan- 
guage, it hath ſpread them in large and ſhining... 
characters before the eyes of all nations... Now 


why hath God ſo carefully watched over the ſcrip- 


Mr. Paine (page 16) ſays, that, the word of God cannot 
exiſt in any ſpoken or printed language, becauſe of the Con- 
CR IE change to which the meaning of words is ſubject". 
But this argument is as ſtrong againſt Mr.-P.'s word of the cre- 
ation, as it is againſt the written word. The earth hath under» 
gone as great a 4 tranſlation by the flood, as ever the bible did. 
by tranſlation into any. language. The different. climates, too, 
* more different ideas of God to their particular inhabitants, 
chan it is poſſible for any different tranſlations of the bible to do. 
If the people on the torrid zone form their ideas of God from 
what they feel, they will conceive of him as a God all fre; 
white the inhabitants of the frigid zone will conceive of him as 
a God of ice. It hath been owing to this—to men forming ideas 
of God from fenſible objects, and not having an | inſpired 
revelation—that the heathen mythalogy hath become ſo volumi - 
nous. Men have made a God of every thing from the fun in the 
firmament, to their own. excrements, But, Mr. P. begs the 
queſtion when he ſays, that, the /o/ar /yfem hath always exiſted 
in its preſent-form, | If the earth hath undergone ſuch a revolu- 
tion by the flood; it is a preſumption, if wereaſon by analogy, 
that, ſimilar changes may have taken place in the other planets 
individually: and if ſuch alterations have taken place, we have 
no certain proof to the contrary but the whole ſolar ſyſtem may 
have exiſted in a different form. Who, then, told Mr, P. that 
the works of creation are the only word of God? The fact is,. 
Nr. P.'s argument is a /opbi/#:; it proceeds upon a probability. _ 
which, though very great, will not juſtify the univerſal conclu-- 
fron he draws from it. It may hoodwink a weak reader, but it 
is not tenable in itſelf. | FRE | 


+ Burnet and Whiſton's Theorics—Buffon's Natural Hiſtory, 
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| eee is it, a: a book {fo unjverfalty 
abhorred by wicked men and devils, ſhould con- 
tinue ſo long, in the midſt of their combined 
enmity? The fact is open; and this fact of the 
preſervation is a part of the proof, that, All. ſorip- 
rure is given by inſpiration of Gad. I might continue 
this indudtion, by adducing a 8 of other 
arguments in 1K. of the e a the holy 
. ſcriptures : e | 

Ith. The ee the public life and 
teachin of Jeſus. | 
3 he very rapid progreſs © of the goſpel ſoon 
| 4 te aſcenſion. e e 
| _ The great and voluntary / ſufferings of the 

eg. „ * = 

Toth. The dreadful corruption of chriſtianity in 
the riſe and progreſs of antichriſt as à fulfillment g 
new teſtament prophecy. .. But, the truth of any 

ofition 2 not depend ſo much on the number = 

as on the Arengtb of the arguments. . I ſhalt con- 
clude this e ee, ** repeating the bas, 
3 texts: 3 Ge fal . 1 the 
avords of the book of this ir proper 0 take a 
his part out of 7 book of life hl out of the hol 15 | 
He that believeth, all be ſaved ; he that ale not, 
Hall be damned. He that is aviſe, auge, ſhall. be. wiſe far 
humfelf : but he that: N al alone” ſhall 
DEAR if. f ae 0 ms 
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SERMON II. 


THE CAUSES OF DEISM. 


on 2nd Tim, 3 and 167 


AI. SCRIPTURE 15 GIVEN BY INSPIRATION or GOD... 


Hisrozy tells us, that when Sir Jae Newton "| 
was once in converſation with De Pan "+ 
ome 


profeſſed 0 the Dr. began to throw out 

indecent reflections againſt chriſtianity, and Sir 
Jaac ſtopt him fhort in the following words: 
& Doctor Haltey, T am always happy to hear you; 


« when you ſpeak upon aſtronomy, or other He | 


« of the mathematics, becauſe that is a ſubject 


„ which you have ſtudied, and well underftamt} 
but you fhould never talk of chriſtianity, for that 
is a ſubject you have not ſtudied, and Fam cer 

ie 'tain you know nothing of the matter Fam 

not ſo weak as ro apply this obſervation to all the 
deiſts; many of them are men not only of great 
natural genius, but they have ſtudied revealed re- 


+ Simpſon's Sacred Literature. Ln 
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ligion: but J am ſure the obſervation will apply in 
all its force to Mr. Thomas. Paine, the author of 
The Age of Reaſon ; he ſneers at the bible revelation 
from no other cauſe but his gro/s ignorance of that 
godlike evidence by which the divinity of the ſcrip-- 
tures is ſupported. But, /after all the Aings from _ 
pert ignorance on che one hand, or learned /ophiftry _ 
on the other, the evidence of the goſpel ſtands _ 
where it was: it is like a rock in the midſt of the 

fea 3 the devouring billaws roar around it, they 
_ daſh over it; but, after all their united efforts, the 
rock keeps its own-.place,. while the billows retire 
broken and murmuring at their diſappointment. 
It is an undghangeable reality what the apoſtle 
aſſerts in the words of my text, that, All ſcripture 
2s given by inſpiration of God.... I now proceed to the 


II. part of the Plan, namely, to affign the 


CAUSES OF DEISM ; and out of a great variety, I 
mall only mention the following :. -- + 
if "The bad lives of many = profeſs chriſti- 
anity. When our Lord is foretelling the fate of 
his goſpel, he ſays, that, Becauſe iniquity ſhall | 
abound, the love of many ſpall abu cold. He com- 
pares his viſible church to a geld bringing fortk 
=vheat and tares; he repreſents his 124 fol- 
lowers under the, idea of a mixed flock of ech and 
goats «and. it is a, melancholy reflection, that, 
thouſands who pro oy revealed religion in words, 
deny it in practice. This was the i Lord's 
times; and hence we hear him ſayingte the twelve, 
Will ye os gs eue Such perſons hel in the 
times of Paul; hence be makes that bitter com- 
plaint, with a ſorrow ul heart and his eyes full of 


tears, when writing to the Philippians, Many walk 
of whom I havetold you often, and not tell you even 
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3 de ee 
zulhgſe end is deſtruction, whoſe mY is privy Jelly ly, whoſe 


glory is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things... 


Now, when weak minds ſee men practically con- 


tradicting the truth, they very unphilgſaphically deny 
the truth itſelf. But, the bad lives of ſome pro- 


: feſling chriſtians. i is no argument againſt the truth. 


When we ſee: a man profeſling chriſtianity the 
fubject of any mean paſſion; when we ſee him 


| ſtumbling and falling into the fouleſt crimes; when 
we ſee him a chapel faint and a houſe devil, we can 
draw nothing from it againſt the truth: all the in- 


ference which reaſon allows us to make is, that, 


ſuch a man is a >ypocrite, a difſembler ; his practice 


eontradicts his profeſſion; but the truth preſerves 
its original purity; it is altogether independent. of 
the conduct of men. 


„A man (ſays Monſſeur V oltaire) may love W 


and yet kill his father; but it is impoffible that the 


goſpel can be true, when ſo many of it's profeſſors 


bve in all kinds of debauchery”, This is a piece 
of Voltair's common rant; it is a. proof of the 
weakneſs; or rather of the enmity of his own mind 


at God and revealed religion: but it is no argue. 
ment againſt the truth. It is no argument againſt 
the . ſkill of a phyſician, that his patient will not 


follow his preſcriptions: this will prove the patient 


to be ſelf-willed and refractory; but the fitneſs of 


the medicines, and the ſkill of the phyſician, are 


altogether unaffected. A bad practice is an argu- 


ment againſt a man's fincerity: it proves that he 
doth not believe, that he doth not feel the truth z 


but it is no argument againſt the goſpel itſelf. 
. Wherever the truth is known and believed, it will 


have a holy. a and punſying SOUR: on us tempes 
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and conduct. Now ye are clean through the words - 
We have renounced the hidden things of diſbonęſty. 
Seeing ye have purified jour hearts 1 believing the 
truth to the unfeigned love of the brethren. | Ye love 

ane another with a pure heart fervently*®.  _ 

2nd. Partial views of the divine perfections, 
and limited views of the divine government, are 
cauſes of deiſm. God is a being poſſeifed of all 
_ poſlible perfections; he is not ny good, wiſe 

and powerful, but he 28 infinitely holy and juſt. 
Now, as God is thus poſſeſſed of all poſſible per- 
fection, he muſt regulate his moral government of 
the univerſe by a regard to the whole. It would. 
be unworthy of God to exerciſe his goodneſs and 

ower, to the diſparagement of his: juſtice: and 
holineſs : it would be equally unworthy of God to 
diſplay his juſtice and holineſs, at the expence of 
his goodnefs and mercy. It hath been by not at- 
tending to this enlarged view of the divine perfec- 
tions and government, that thouſands of men have 
commenced deiſts: they meaſure the diſpenſations 
of God by one, and not by all the divine perfec- 
tions; and then, like Mr. P., they ſnarl at every 
thing which doth not tally with their on con- 


What weaknefs, then! what ſopliſtry ! what villainous + 
and prieſtly juggling is it in Mr. P. (page 12) to ſay, that, the 
bible hath © ſerved to corrupt and brutalize mankind” l. . 
Mr. P. and the deiſs pretend to be men of reaſon; but it would 
be as reaſanable to argue, that, there is no water in the Otzo, .. 
becauſe it is ſometimes darkened and thickened by a land flood, 
or by the building of the Baver; that, there is no gold in the 
mines of Mexico and Peru, becauſe it is mixed with alloy 
Such reaſoning is nothing but the froth, the ſcum of a rank 
moral depravity: For he that doeth the will of my Father who is. . 
in heaven, be shall know, i. e. he ſhall have a heartfelt and happy; 
experience, of my doctrine, whether it be of God. be 


. views. When 1 bible tells us that the | 
- Hebrews borrowed the golden car-rings, &. of 
the Egyptians, the deifts- cry. out, that, God is 
God of goodneſs, of untainted moral juſtice, — 
that ſuch 2 conduct was altogether unworthy. of 
the divine theocracy. But the Hebrew word, ren- 
dered borrow, ſigniſies to receive, without imply- 
ing any promiſe to refund or return. God, too, 
is the ſovereign diſpoſer of all property, and it is 
every way worthy of God to transfer property from 
one man to another. But it would —— been un- 
worthy of the theocracy, ff the Hebrews had done 
ene : they had not only been oppreſſed, but 
the Egyptians had withheld their wages. The 
Hebrews were out/awvs in that country, and could 
not compel them before the courts of juſtice: 
but, this could never cut down their right upon 
the great and eternal principles of common equity. 
The command, then, given to the Hebrews, to 
borrow of the Egyptians, was in eyery view — 
of the theocracyʒ it was the voice of heaven inter i 
poſing between the oppreſſor and the oppreſled ; ” 
it Was a practical 1 of that great na- 1 
tural principle, Render to all their due... Wi — pl 5 | 
ye world that men. ſhould. do unto you, do ye even ſo 
Wide It is equally a proof of the divinity of the 
ſcriptures, and of che purity of, the W 897 
Fenn — 
It is owing to. fuck, partial and. 1 views of 
the divine government, that, the deiſts take ſo 
much offence at the expulſion, of the Canganites, 
and giving their land to the Hebrews:- like Mr, - 
Paine, in ee inſtances, the deiſts either beg or 
. miſtake this queſtion. It is miſtaking the queſtion 
to alk, What bg had. the Eng to drive out 


wo 


the Canaanite, and take his property ? It is beg- 
ging the queſtion to aſk, Was it not partial and! 
unworthy of God, to eſtabliſh one nation on the 
' ruins of another? The queſtion about the expul- 
ſion cannot, and ought not to be argued from any 
national right; from the right of Frſt poſſeſſion; 
nor from the right of invaſion“ or conqueſt : the 
Hebrews never alleged nor ſet up any claim to the 
land of Canaan, 2 — civil or religious. But the 
great and only queſtion is, What are the rights of 
God as Lord of the univerſe, as the moral Go- 
vernour of the world? Whether is it becoming 
his moral government to puniſh one nation by the 
fword of another, for the groſſeſt immoralities ?: 


Now the hiſtory of the Canaanites on the one 


hand, and that of the Hebrews on the other; fully 
ſhevs that this is the great queſtion at Hue. God 


could have deſtroyed the idolatrous Canaanites in 
a moment, by fire from heaven, as in the caſe of 


Sodom; or ſunk them by an earthquake, as in the 
inſtance of Corah and his company : but in driving 
tliem out by little and little, by the ſword of the 


Hebrews, he diſplayed his goodnefs and . 


he waited their repentance and reformation. | 
he gives it as a reaſon for his long-ſuffering, that 
the 1niquity of the Amorites is net yet full. In 
deſtroying them finally, God manifeſted the purity 
and holineſs of his government.... This, too, fully 
appears from the hiſtory of the Hebrews; for no. 
ſooner did they fall off into- the idolatry of the 
nations, than they were carried twice captive, and. 
ſeverely puniſhed by a foreign power. 
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' "This thort review fully ſhews what was the 


13 of the theocracy in the expulſion, 
It was not wantonly to reduce and cut down any 
right of the Canaanites: it was not to announce, 


to force or eſtabliſh. any claim of the Hebrews; 


for:the-earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, 
and all other rights are out of the queſtion : but 
it was to preferve the knowledge, and worſhip, 
and obedience of the one true God, and teſtify the 


purity of the divine government by the puuniſn- 
ment of idolatry.,.... What ſophiſtry, then, is it in 


the deiſts to quarrel with a mere non- entity; to 


bring the charges of cruelty and partiality againſt 


the government of God, in the very inſtance where 
it is deeply marked with long-luffering, goodneſs, 


mercy, purity, and every other feature that is 


worthy of God. The deiſts, like Mr. P., bewilder 
themſelves in a ſmoke of their own raiſing, and 
then they aſcribe the darkneſs to the meridian ſun. 
If God were to addreſs ſuch unreaſonable“ and 


wicked men by an audible voice from heaven, it 
would be in ſuch awful words as theſe: Are not my 


ways equal ? Are not your ways unequal ? Shall not 


| the Fudge of all the earth do right ?. 


here is not one diſpenſation of Providence, either merciful 
vr wrathful, recorded in ſcripture, but what is every way worthy 


of God as the moral Governour of the world, if Mr. P., and 
the other deifts, will meaſure it by all the divine and 4nown per- 
fections: and to argue on more confined principles is unfair; 
it is unreaſonable ;- it is wicked. I ſhall ſuppoſe Mr. P. to fit 


for his picture: how would he take it, and what would he ſay, 
if, inſtead of giving the world a full face, the limner were to 
draw only the half of his forchead; the third part of his noſe ; 


one of his eyes; and a part of his chin? Mr. P. would cry out 
-=gainſt ſuch à conduct as a groſs ontrage on fact; he would 
reckon it impoſſible for the world. to form any idea of him from 
ſuch a mutilated daubing: and is it not an unſpeakably greater 


on the "RC Ne ignorant and narrow Pede 5 
Mr. P. (page 33) reprobates the aTONEMENT-of | 
| Jeſus: Chriſt as an outrage offered to the moral 
juſtice of God, by ſuppoling him to make the inno- 
cent ſuffer for the guilty. ' This objection of Mr. 
Paine's s is one of — groſſeſt /ophi/ms that ever 
blurr'd and diſgraced the annals of literature: it 
proceeds on the miſtaken idea that Jeſus was no 
more than a mere man; that he died in the ſoli- 


tary eharacter of an individuals and that, inſtead _ 


> dying willingly, God, as Mr. P. N it, 
employed men to kill him). 

I theſe ignorant ſuppoſitions were true, Mr. 
p. 's reaſoning would be concluſive, for God hat 
expreſsly declared, that, the innocent fhall not ſu er 

for the 87 2 but every man Hall die for his oaun 

As proof of this, we find, that, God not only | 

finally ſtopt ſhort Abraham when about to ſacrifice 

8 ; but, one of the great laws given by God to 
the Hebrews,” and founded on moral juſtice, is, 
that they were not to cauſe their children to paſs. 
through the fire to Moloch, after the manner and 
abomination of the heathen. But the caſe is quite 
different with reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt; he was 
true God, and ſo had his life at his own. diſ- 
poſal; he did not die as an individual, but in a 
public character, as the ſurety and repreſentative 
of his people: ſo we find his death always held 
out as vicarious, as undergone not on his own ac- 
count, but in the room and ſtead of of others.. 


| . Pits | 2 as hw: ack) chang becariſe.God'is 
good and merciful, his wrathful diſpenſations are cruel and 
partial, marked with „ vindictiveneſs and © indiſcriminate - 
revenge . . In the words of that e 1 Dr. * 9 9 1 
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: Though. Gan perſonally was innocent, as a public 
character and ſurety he was guilty. The Lord laid 
on him the iniquity of us all: he bare our fins in his 
on body on the tree. When Chriſt died, too, it 
Was not of neceſſity, but of his own free choice: 
his death was not, properly ſpeaking, paſſion, but 
was a great and godlike action; and in this way 
it differs from the death of common men. When 
men die, they muſt do it hecauſe they cannot do 
otherwiſe; they have uo power to retain the ſpirit. 
But the death of Chriſt was all action: hence, at 
the ſame time when the inſpired writers repreſent 
God as delivering him up, as not ſparing him *, 
they alſo repreſent the Lord Chriſt as a@fvely 
giving up himſelf : He gave himſelf a ranſom for all; 
þ of, the head, and GAVE UP THE GHOST. 
Theſe great conſiderations fully ſhew, that, the 
death and atonement of Chriſt is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with God's moral juſtice f. Hence, we find 
the Lord Chriſt clearing and juſtifying the divine 
government: he doth. not blame his father, as 
Mr. P. avickedly ſays, for employing men tö 
kill him“: he doth not charge his death primarily 
on the cowardice of the diſciptes; en che treachery 


I 


1 „ͤßũůè.. . 30.70 ITT RR 
4+ Mr. P. (page 20) makes a groundlefs and mechanical dif- 
'tinction, when he ſays, that, redemption hath for its baſis an 
idea of pecuniary, and not of moral juſtice, Mr. P. may cut down 
juſtice Hike minced pies; like the old ſcholaſtic writers, he may 
talk af remunerative, diſtributive, and, like himſelf, of pecuniary 
Juſtice: but there cannot be two kinds of juſtice; As the moral 
law ariſes from the nature of God, which is one, there is none 
bother but moral e The ſame moral juſtice which ſays; Thaw - 
 *halt not kill, alſo binds men to pay their debts, and ſays, Ozve,no 
man anything.Q..... What ſophiſtry, then, is it in Mr. P. to ſuppoſe 
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of Pilate and the ſa 


of Judas; on thevillan 


n came To GIVE HIS LIFE à ranſom for man]. 


of myſelf. 


times the ſcripture ſeems to contradict itſelf, but 
there is no real contradiction :. our Lord, for in- 


fays, I is needful for you that I go away.” In one 
place he ſays, Ted ſha love thy p ghbo! 
in another, Except a man hate. his Naa and mother, 


Romans, By the deeds of the law fball no fleſo be 
Juſtiſied. James ſays, Ye Ma rg that a man 1s 
juſtified by works, and not by faith only. But theſe 
and all other ſeeming contradictions in ſcripture, 
may be reconciled by conſidering, that, theſe dif- 


of different views of the. ſame thing. In the firſt 
text above quoted, our Lord ſays, Lo, I am with 
you. always ; he intends that, he would always be 


of his ſpirit. In the other text, when he ſays that, 
it was needful for his diſciples that he ſhould go 


admit, that, it may take another to ſuffer.in his ſtead.....Pecyn'ary 
Juice is Mr. Paine's © Lingo”; his contrivance and application 
of it are his Legerdemain”', | ie 


344d. Seeming contradictions in ſcripture. Some- 


all theſe were only inſtruments permitted, and 
_ though the. permiſſion doth not extenuate their ſin, _ 
he himſelf clears the divine government: The Son 


0 MAN faketh my life from me, but, TLAY iT Down 


ſtance, ſays, Lo, I am with you always; and yet he 
neighbour as thyſelf; 
Sec. he cannot be my diſciple. * Paul ſays to the 


1 5 ferent paſſages either ſpeak of different things, or 


With his church by his goſpel, and by the power 


away, he means, in reſpect of his bodily preſence 


Wat, moral juſtice will allow anacher ta pay his debts, but not to 
ſuffer in his ſtead. Mr. P. makes a diftinction without a 
difference: he, in fact, admits that another man may pay his 
debt; and, as there is ne juſtice but moral juſtice, he muſt alſo 
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on earth. Paul and awe do not contradict ene 
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another; for though they juſti⸗ ö 
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fication, it is with very different views. hen Tet 3 

1 Paul ſays that, by the deeds. of the law no flen 

_* ſhall be juſtified, he is evidently ſpeaking of per- 

ſonal juſtification before God, and renounces all 4 

works as the conditions of it. James is peaking * 

\ | not of perfonal juſtification imply in itſelf, but of v 
dhe maniſeſtation or evidence of it before men; he Y 
| ſuppoſes and admits Paul's doctrine reſpecting | 
Juſtification before God, but inſiſts that no man y 

"| can have evidence or certainty of this by mere pre- 4 
tences to faith, without ſeeking and Les, ig 5 

the truth of it by good works: and ſo he ſays, 4 

A man is, 7uftified. by works, i. e. a man hath evi= 

dence in himſelf, and manifeſts his juſtification to 5 
a others by works, and not by faith on. 1 


ture may be reconciled. Sometimes a thing is [aid 1 
to be done by different perſons, and in different \ 
places; when it was party done by ſome perſons. 2» 

in one place, and partly. by the ſame perſons in 

another place. . . In hiſtorical accounts, kings are 
Tometimes. ſaid to begin their reign when they 

begun to govern with their father, and ſometimes 
14 when they begun to reign by themſelves. In one 

. ". wee, "be Aint brazen ſea is ſaid to contain 2000 

baths;. in another, 3000: but the meaning is, that 

2000 was. the quantity generally in it for uſe; | 

whereas 3000 was the whole content, or what the 4 
veſſel would hold when brimful. In the iſt book I 
of Kings, we are told, that, there was nothing in 
the ark but the tables of the law. In the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews,. we: are told, that, there was in it 
the golden. pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod 
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40 
that budded. But when we compare the two paf- 
ſages, the meaning is, that, nothing but the 55 n 
Were within the ark; and the other things were 
Fd up, upon is face or He, 

How weak, then, is it in Mr. P., and the other 
deiſts, to boggle at ſhadows; to take offence at ſuch 
feeming. contradictions, when they are ſo eafily 
reconciled.....If four of Mr. Paine's friends were to 
write his life, they would all agree in the leading 
facts, but every one would have his own way of 
telling his ſtory ; and owing to this, they might 
ſeemingly contradiCt each other: but, how unrea- 
ſonable would Mr. P. reckon it, if, on that ac- 
count, poſterity ſhould renounce the whole ſtory; 
deny that ever. there was ſuch a man:as Mr. P., or 
ſuch writers of his. hiftory..... The ſeeming contra- 
dictions in ſcripture, the unformal manner in 
which they are written, is, to me at leaſt, one - > 
proof of their divinity; becauſe, in this way, they 
call forth and employ the reaſon of man. In the 
works of creation, we muſt exerciſe our reafon, in 
order to diſcover the principles of ſcience; to find 
the magnitude and diſtance of the heavenly bodies; 
to arrive at a proper chemical analyſis of particular 
ſubſtances : and if the bible did not exerciſe our | 
reaſon, as well as touch our hearts, it would be an. 8 
oddity in the works of God; it would be wanting 
in that analogy which the reafon of man very pro- 
perly expects to find in all the works of the fame: 
„ Ion PC ESTs ae e 
th. The ee. infidels themſelves, and their 
terrort at a future judgment, are cauſes of deiſm. 
Nothing is more natural than for the human mind 
to wiſh that not to be true, which will bring it to 
trial, ſubject it to pain, or involve it in any afflice. 


OR 


: n „ this bible tells men, that, they are to 

be judged, to be puniſhed for their fins without 
faith in Chriſt, without repentance and reforma- 
tion. Now, becauſe conſcience joins with ſcrip- 
ture, and tells men that they are ſinners, that 
_ they are not prepared to meet judgment, they wiſh 
to perſuade r that ſuch things are not 
true. Felix trembled at Paul's preaching; and, 
becauſe he was not ready for the event o ſuch a 
dreadful doctrine, he wiſhed to refer the reception 
of it: Go thy auay, &. . . I will not ſay that all the * 
deiſts are bad men; but it is very obſervable in the 
hiſtory of deiſm, that the greateſt advocates for it 
have been men of relaxed morals: the characters 
of Celſur in the firſt, of Porphery in the ſecond, and 
of Julian, the apoſtate, in the third centuries, are 
known to all. Os Brandt informs us, that, he 
ſpent ſome days with Voltaire, and he heard nothing 
from him but what had a tendency to corrupt the 
heart. Rochefter was not only a deiſt, but his deiſm 

was founded in the depravity of his character , he 
was a moſt abandoned ſinner: and in our own 
times, we very often ſee that men become warm 
in their arguments againſt the bible, in proportion 

to the quantity of gin and n — ng pow 
down their throats. _ 

If any perſon be offended, and fay that Gini is 
keurrility, and not argument, I will exchange it for 
another ; How is it that, the moſt famous -infidels 
have not been able to die in the belief of their 
ereed? In the hiſtory of believers, it is very ob- 
Fervable that, Rot one ever died lamenting has he 
| had believed the fcriptures too much, or walked 
| according to them too ſtrictly. In the hiſtory of 


— we: d en, ho have nnen. 
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800 dot tennſetves' in their laſt moments: lbs. 
fands have openly- renounced their belief, and. 
lamented as they 
thouſands have "eried to preſerve their conſiſtency 
and external decorum}; but have trembled and 
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died that ever they were 10 mad 


faultered as they came in ſight of the judgment 
ſeat.. Rocheſter recanted- altogether, and ordered 
that all. his publications againſt virtue and religion. 
ſhould be burnt at the public croſſes. Hume tried 


to ſtifle and conceal his feelings, by playing at 


whiſt, and by a childiſh jargon about Charon and 
His Pole When Dr. 1 ronchin- was called to ſee 
Voltaire in his laſt moments, he heard Voltaire, 


as he entered the room, crying out, “I am aban- 
doned by God and man”! When Voltaire aſked. 


the Dr. * What he thought of him“? The Dr. 


told him, „He was very. ill“. „O“, replied- 


Voltaire, I will give you the half of hat! am 
worth, if you could make me live fix months”. 


The Br. told him, that, He could not live fix 


weeks”: „O then”, returned Voltaire, «I ſhall. 


_ go to hell, Dr. and you muſt go along with me”! | 


Now, F have no animoſity againſt Mr. P., I 


have no prejudice againſt the deiſts in general; 
my daily and earneſt prayer for all men, without 


regard to names, and petty and invidious diſtine-. 


tions, is, That they may be. ſaved. But J addreſs them 
as. reaſonable men, and beg again to repeat the 
| queſtion; How is it that the moſt famous: infidels. 


have not been able to die in their principles? The 


fact itſelf is among us; it reſts upon the moſt un- 


equivocal evidence: the truth is, they fear a- judg- 
ment to come, and: moſt unreaſonably try to get 


rickof their fears by doubting and ene * 5 bible 
rexe lation of that cn The bi 


\ 


ley ants Fl 


* 


4 


* £3 1 * L 0 
" 9 1 * , 
1 e , [ 
\s 


at never- bb a man, but: when he i 18 ca . 
demned by conſcience, if his conſcience be rightly- 


informed; and with the ſame parity of reaſon that 


the deiſts deny the divinity of the feriptures, they 
may alſo deny the reality of their own feelings, 
and the e _ forebodings of a minen con- 
ſcience. 
5th. V. anity. A ſpirit of - + REP i ag tiki a I. 
taking the province of reaſon, are cauſes of deiſm. 
Vanity f in- every age hath. been a cauſe of deiſm. 
A young man, for inſtance, finds his natural 
genius ſtronger than: thoſe of his: own. family or 
townſhip: he learns objections againſt the goſpel, 
and puzzles a few who-are around him: that few 
acknowledge his ſuperiority; they report the vie- 
tory to others; they all agree that ſuch a perſon is. 
ane, and in. this way flatter his vanity, This. 


21 n ſome deiſts who ridicule 1 religion i in their 
cups, and to ſee them on the Lord's day {eating at home, or 
nutting and rabbitting i in the fields, one would think them happy ;- 
but at other times, their minds are ſo alarmed that they cannot 
| Neep in their beds; their faces are ſo ranged and vacant of every 
mark of ſatisfaction, that OY. appear like criminals led out to 
hublic execution. As Mr. P is a 9 I wiſh him to explain 
this paradox. | | 


I Mr. Paine's great and infufferable_ ity appears in his ſo 
: frequent EGOTISMS : he uſes the great I no fewer than 'ninetern. 
times in his 37th page; in his minute deſcription of the Orrery, 
and in the naming t the primary, planets, things known almoſt to 
every ſchool-boy. It appears in telling che world that he keeps 

no bible; and that he was at ſchool, with Couaſellor Mi 
What is it to mankind; or what is it to the cauſe of dei/h, whether 


Ae. P. Was at ſehool with Mingay, or with Fucl-Gatebs Iiʒt 


appears in his telling us that the, forbidden fruit: was an apple. 
The world never knew before whether it was am apple or a pear :, _ 

EY hut as Mr. P. is Secretary for foreign affairs, perhaps this informa». | 
tion hath been ſent him by his old and 1290 d jo ON 

| 3 the Black Prince. .- OT TTL 1 
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reads the perſon to make bolder- affertions? 57 
| "degrees, he gets inte 4 habit of holding impious 
Uifcourſe; and, becauſe he is ſupefior to others in 
wrangling, he gives up the original conviction of 


his on mind to his vanity. This is no ſuppoktion.. 
One can fearcely meet a neſt of deilſts, but there 


zs generally one wi/e-acre: among them, to which 


they all appeal: by their appeals. his vanity is flat- 
tered; by his anſwers they are kept in awe; they 

effect is, that of mutual deception. 5 
Some commence deiſts from no cauſe but a deſire 
of appearing ſingular. They poſſeſs nothing in 


dare not think for themſelves: and the diſmal | 


mind or body to command the attention of the 


public; they have full pockets, and do not feel a 
neceflity of depending on the promiſes of God: 


they have nothing to doz their chief buſineſs lies 


in flouriſhing a ſnuff-box, brandithing a cane, or- 


ling over a counter. They are equally ignorant 
df the arguments for and againſt deiſm; but they: 
-with to be ſingular by diſſenting from the vulgar 
ereed: they Damm thaſe Parſons, for they are /uch 
linwir ur they runndt whlleffland : they never pv to 


charch but to hear the mufs, &c. & c. and all this 


Lo ro priadiple in the world but that of fingu- 


The lame defire of finguttarity which leads 
n to expect public notice for tying their cravat 


dr parters in a certain form z for wearing their hat 
en one licke 6f the Head; kor going with theit boots. 

AA about their ancles, and walking in Tuch a f 
Wag manner as to. /þla/d: every perſon they meet 

Aon the ſtrect. This ignorant, this gobd<natured = 


their. deilm. They Have no reaſon for being ets. 
but their preferring the name vf a Bo to that of a 
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"Ingulatity, forms their erer; it is the cagſe' of 
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Chriſtian. Others commence deiſts from their miſz 
taking * of reaſon: they meet with certain 


truths in the goſpel, and becauſe they cannot com 
prehend them, they reekon it unworthy of God to 
demand their aſſent. But though the goſpel con- 
tains truths above, it eontains no wal but what 
is agreeable to reaſon. It is the higheſt inſtance 
ef reaſon to believe whatever God reveals, if we 
know it as to fact, though we may not be able to 
explain the manner of its exiſtence. Now, revealed 
religion ſtands upon the ſame foot in this reſpect as 
the works of God in creation. In natural philo- 
ſophy, we know the fact of light; of the elaſticity 
of the air: but we cannot tell, we cannot com- 
prehend the primary cauſe of hee. We feel by 
experience that bread nouriſheth us; that fire 
warms us: but we cannot tell the reaſon why 
bread ſhould nouriſh us more than a ſtone; why 
fire ſhould warm us, and not ice......How chil 
and futile, then, is it in Mr. P. to renounce the 
goſpel revelation, becauſe of its myſteries. We 
know the. myſteries of the goſpel as 0 fact, for 


+ 


Sod hath authenticated the truth of them by a 
reaſonable and miraculous evidence: to know them 
in the manner of their exiſtence, is not neceffary to 


our happineſs. If Mr. P., then, 2 5 at the 
oſpel becauſe it contains myſteries, he muſt alſo 

Tick at the works of God in creation, and renounce 

them ag. fahulos : like De Chartes, he may deny 


the exiſtence of external matter. This reafoning 


is not mine; the Lon D CHRIST hath ſet. me the 


example. Nicodemus, like Mr. P., doubted and 
pauſed when he heard of the myſtery of regeneration. 
Now, how doth our Lord argue with him? The 
wind bloweth where it. lifteth; thou heareft the ſound: 


> 


ibs very ſtriking fact in the hiſto x Fa mankind, 00 
; t the 
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120 but ennd! tell whence it * or eohithes 
it goeth: /o is yea Be of the Pirit. ut | 


and I with the deiſts to attend to it, greatelt 
ts loſophers“ have been the firmeſt N in che 
* revelation. On the other hand, we univer- 

y find that /mattrrers in ſeience, and ſmatterers. 
in 3 — are always the reste? n e 5. In 
the words of Mr. Pope, = 
„An learning Dee 1 
* Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierign ſpring ;- 


„There sha#tozo draughts intoxicate the brain, 5 
But drinking largely fobers ub again. 


Ech. The fulfillment of ſcripture 3 ener 2 
When our Lord foretells the ſpread and ſucceſs of 
the goſpel, he alfo foretells the riſe and progteſs 

| of error: : Many fo alſe prophets ſhall ar 155 and deceive 
aul is writing to imothy, be 
fays, eier nee widens ted wt not edi 
Gund dorine......But the by ex rels p roph phecies 
8 deiſm are theſe e, b Roch and he apoſtle 
noch alſo the ſe fevent . Adam prep -phecied, | 
Aying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of 
22 faints, to nk alh of 25 their hard ſpeeches. 
awhich un ungodly Jinners Bare Hoben againſt Bim. The 
words of PETER are fo pointed, that, if we dic 
not know other wife, we would be ready to ank ä 
that he lived 4. D. 1794, and {tood behind Mr. P. 
while writing his. 4 4. of Kean. There ſhall come 
in the laſt days ox ns, walking, after their on 
Alt, and and e ere 4s the promiſe of his coming ? 
Jor af fel #ſleed, all things continue as 
= they 3 125 the beginning of the creation. s 


. Petite Forbes, neg. Bape, Ki That Newton, 
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the faith, we cannot help it.... But propheey 


no compulſive influence on the will of man: if it 


had, man would not be a moral agent; though he 


is a reaſonable, he would not be a reſponſible being: 


and God would not be juſt in judging and con- 


demning him. The prophecies of Judas” trea- 
chery, and of the Jews murdering the Lord of 
Glory, had no coercive force upon their minds. 
Hence the inſpired writers clear the prophecies z 


they clear the divine government, by charging 
home the death of Chriſt upon the voluntary en- 
mity of the Jews: Fe have killed the Prince of Life; 


Him ye have taken, and by auiebed hands have crucified © | 
and flain: Ye have fulfilled them, i. e. the prophe- 
cies, in condemning bim. Judas himſelf publicly 


cleared the prophecies; he took home his reachery 
as a free, a premeditated action of his own : 
I have betrayed innocent blood. 1 


How ought this awful conſideration to alarm 1 
deiſts]! How ought it to confirm the minds of be- 


lievers! The quibbles of deiſts are a ſtrong proof 
of the divinity of the ſcriptures. The infidel may 
wrangle, and the atheiſt blaſpheme, But the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever. FOE at, g 


— 


Thus I have aſſigned the cauſes of deiſm; and 


from this ſhort review, it fully appears from what 


principles in human nature it hath ws e that, 

though the evidence of the goſpel is ſo clear and 

ſtrong, ſome in every age have ventured to doubt 
and to deny it. .., I ſhall conclude this ſecond ſer. 


i propheeies have been, and are now 
FTulfilling: all who doubt and deny the ſcriptures, 

are awfully fulfilling them to their own deſtruc- 
tion. I am aware that the deifts will ery out, 
Why, if prophecy mult be fulfilled in our gov = 
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mon with theſe tel words, and they ought to 
make the ears of all who hear them to tingle: 
Mock not, left: your bands be made ſtrong. Becauſe 


have called, and ye have refuſed; therefore I auill 
Laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
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5 TTT QUT | ma ff an introd 
I now proceed to the third. and laſt part of the 
_ P IAN. In the firſt ſermon, I proved. the divinity 
of By: holy,” ſeri ptures: in the ſecond, : aſſigne 
iſm: RN e urd. ſermon, I 
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* 5 * + . — 4 z 4 2 


| cou e namely, to 
1 Fa Na to Which all chriſtians ought to 

| akte nd, if they would be faithful to God 85 1 
= and. fortify their minds nted, 
"208 pollow e Ae of de: 1 Fell the © argu- 
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1. See that ye be ſpiritually united to the Lori 


Have no ſecurity againſt apoſtacy. When a branch 


is only tied to a tree, it may appear to belong to 


it, but it will only dangle for a time, and in the 


end be. blown away by. the wind. In like man- 


ner, no man, whatever his genius, his knowledge, 
His profeſſion may be, hath any ſecurity againſt 
-partaker of the ſpirit of 


I 


* he is 


God, and vitally united 0 | 
the vine; ye are the branches, ſaith the Logp CHRIST. 


A the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except * 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me, 


for without me, or, as the Greek word ſignifies, 


 ſeparat# from me ye can do nothing.....How: doth the 


apoſtle John account for the open apoſtacy of 
many of the firſt profeſſing chriſtians? He aſe 


it altogether to their want of union to Chriſt 


4 


They bent out from us, for they were not of us; e. 


peftin g the 
Chriſt ſaves 


Now, men naturally love what conduceth to their 


happineſs, and this is the caſe with all true be- 


. u e e wee, ! 
begin with this, becauſe unleſs we are born again, 
we cannot ſee the glory of divine truth, and we 


the Lord Jeſus. I am 


* 


never: they fo feel the word, to 1 the 3 N 53 
"0 Sling em with good hope; with 
which is 8 —— full of glory: and hs 
— binds them to the love and defence of it. There 
are thouſands this day in the church of God, who- 
can reflect, perhaps, on this and the other. word: 
ol promiſe; and the time was, when they ſaw no- 
thing in it; they wondered at the love, and at the 
growing attachment of others: but after that word 
nee the mean of their OWN ce 


This word is 258 ort 10 N and hy it I am 
revived in all my firas hat ſaith the weeping 
t Jeremia He was perſecuted for has : 
tachment to the uch he had every reaſon, hu- 
nly ſpeaking, to renounce it, but he held it. Sally. 
Tential Ks hs happineſs : Drama wy. found” 
of ne, — did eat: and it was to me ib joy and 
reoicin heart „Pray, therefore, to CO 
and father 2 1 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chat he may 
give unto. you the ſpirit of revelation in the knows _ 
"He e- of Ang Seek after union to Chriſtz AS 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to your holding faſt = 
truth. 1 — 5 that, what L am now 1 ying 
appear to the deiſts as Boat hen Greeks + Soy + 5 
it laid upon nie, yea, ue it unte me FI preach nat ih 
_ Fofþel. Men muff firſt; be Roo En in Chriſt, in 
e . cad 46S ups and, dan 
128 e 8 88 3445 
Aud. Toke all: your: clips principles from, the 
: a and net from the opinion of men. This i 
Paul's advice to Timothy, in the context; 12 
timuis thori in the things which than haſt heard, 


of wwhom thou hift learned them, and that from a ah / 
thou Paſt 1 8 * ee it 2 _ 


. 


> verfion, thæy | 
would not exchange it for ten thouſand worlds.- 


oy 
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doctrines they hear, by the w 
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to this direction, that ſo many are bats. 


 and'unſtable in their religious ſentiments * th 


Hunt from chapel to chapel; they hear a Calvimft 
in the morning, an Arminian in the e ee e 


and, perhaps, are deranged and hurt at the whole 


of revelation, by the quibbles of ſome deiſt in the 
evening. They do not read the feriptures; they | 
do not yield up their minds to God; they do not 
think for themſelves. Such perſons are as change- 


able as the — on the churches where 
727 worſnip: they y may be compared to children, 


ge e- ut ever ry thit into their mouth, dirt as wel 
— 1 food. But, if men will fortify 
Sei minds aint error, the muſt, like Apollos, 


be mighty in the ſcriptures :' the t to try the : 
_ — ere a 4 


ceive or reject them as they are agreeable to t: . 
To the law and tothe teflimony, if they ſpeak nut ace" 


cording to this word; it it 8 there 'is no light in 


ws It is for this conduct that the Bereans a 


fo highly commended; they would not receive 


the doctrine of the apoftles without trying pai : 


the old teſtament ſcriptures: : "Theſe were more 


than thoſe in The they feorchad the forip . 
Pures yi niger mrs 2155 ngs tere ſa. = | 
Such a can grey Per would. be 1 * 

for the intereſts of religion: it would be _— to 


the hearers; uſeful to the miniſters of th 

What 18 one reaſon why deiſm much d 

What is the reaſon w ; pg P. renounces 1 
written word of God? It 

| ignorance of the ſcriptures : he doth not know the 
particular prophecies" reſpecting Chriſt in'the-o/d 


is owing to his groſs 


teſtament; he is of the eee and 


4 { 
1 5 
\ ; 


wy 


5 goſpel are often ſo careleſs: 
their duty, and employ 5 norant and licentious 
 hirelings in their place. What, again, is the rea- 


fon why ſome who diſſent from wg, eſtabliſhed -. 


dent in the hiſtory of 
deſpotiſm hath always trod upon the heels of igna- 

trade; it hath — the pe. 5 and 3 — | 
upon, the-perſons of men. Mhenever a people are 
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marked. fülällment of PR in the new. What, 


again, is one reaſon why the. miniſters, .of the 
Many of them neglet 


church, who . profeſs orthodoxy, but are ſecret 
enemies to the truth, preach only in ſuch a man- 
ner as to gain a ſalary, and fave their own heads? 


They preach. in fuch a dry and abſtract manner, 
or in a 7 2 ſo pliant 1 indeterminate, that] 3 ; 


cannot be underſtood whether they have any fix 
principles or not. . All this is owing to the igno- 
rance of the people. Let us, therefore, take all 


our religious principles from the ſcripture: Beloved, 
believe not every Hirit, but 25 the ſpirits, whether 


e 

But DCE: man were not an immortal bein 2 
a regard to ciuil libertꝝ is a reaſon why he dught to 
fearch and know the icriptares. The bible, of all 
ether books, is favourable to liberty“. It is evi- 
deſpotic governments, that, 


norant, when they become 10 Vetriſd as to allow 
mſelves to. be prigf-ridden, the prigſe themſelves 
— generally been the fixſt to {ell them into the 
Bands of the nap Gam, 16 therefore, we. a/c 


% waren our own. u freedoms, if we n ee 
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not be more inconſiſtent with himſelf. than vo P. in vis ger, Dy 


ent publications. *The dee of Reaſon is a furnate'p and , 


blown by Mr. P. himſe W OTE 
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_ the ſcriptures: Prove all things; hold fast that which _ 


i bert: be always ready to give an anſwer to him 


LY * 


_ that aſketh' you a reaſon of the hope that is in 


Pou, with meeknefs and fear, 
 * "3rd. See that your daily wwalk be holy and 


. uccording to the principles the goſpel. 


— 


20 


The practical knowledge of the truth, is the beſt 
_* antidote againſt error. To this agree the words 
of the Lord elde : He that doeth the wvill of my father 
. *vho is tn heaven, he ſhall know of my dofrine whether _ 
it be of God, or whether I fpeak of aye: The 
more deeply a tree is rooted in the earth, it is the 
more ſecure againſt being overthrown by the wind, 
bor torn up by the hand of the ruſſian paſſenger: 
and the more deeply men drink into the ſpirit of 
the goſpel, they are the more ſecure againſt error. 
This expreſsly agrees with the experience of mem 
Every perfon who ſtudies his on heart, will find 
that the more holily he walks, he is the more 


ns give over to any inſtance of conduct for- 


gagainſt it were not true. .. Now, if We would have 
à practical ſupport ' againft dein, we muſt daily 
Walk according to the goſpel. ' All the reafonings 
of à philoſopher Will not convince a man, that, 
his daily food is hurtful to his health; he feels the 


_ contrary in his own experience. In like manner, 
when perſons find tlie word of God to be the mean 

vot only of their converſion, but a rule for direct- 

ing them in the paths of virtue; when they feel it 
x comfort to them in every adverſity; chis is an 


happy in the word of God: on the contrary, when 


erben mite by" Dr" Own, ee 


* 


| biaden by the law, they are the more ready, fora J 


0 


2 . 


3 es. 


. sen tow the 651 of it. 


aud continueth therein, he being not a forgetful heaner, 


bu 4 doer of 
bis deed. 
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This direction is level to the . of che | 
eater _ 
part of mankind are not able to argue for: ehriſti. 


0 and meaneſt of chriſtians. The 


anity; they gn Fo time to canvaſs the evidence 4 
of it ſo fully, perhaps, as they could wiſh; they _ 7 


are not abls A _ ront it, in a formal manner, 
with the objections of infidels. But, it is in the 
Power of every chriſtian, under the influence of 
the ſpirit of God, to. walk according to the truth: 

a holy practice is a filent, but it is a moſt po 


argument... . Let us, then, in all our ecret, in 
all our private, in all our public tranſactions, take 


the word of God as our rule. In chis way way, our | 5 | : 


oon minds wilt be more confirmed. i in the truth; 


for, The Lord meeteth him that rejeiceth, and qworketh 

In this way, we ſhall give:the.befk _ 
OR to our adverſaries: I is the will of Gad that © 
© WELE-DOING 9 255 to REI the: eee 


righteouſneſs. 


Ath. Beware | ee bly a ar 25 4 012% 8 
l Ke | 3 ms, 
or found reaſonir I mean an 2 Mp 


ence or ee drawn from principles Which ö 
al not bear it: this is the manner of Mr F.; 


this hath been the manner of the des in every 
age; and this muſt be the manner of reaſoning in 


ok —_ where ane bo. TURF. 2 5 2 


"This 
was the manner of the pſalmiſt: By the und ther | 


| commandments, I kept myſelf out of the paths: wherein | 
, . - What: are 1 * words of the apoſtle 
James pe 2 looleth into the mo law: of liberty, _— 


* 


e word, this man ſhall be e Heſſe in 


Truth can ſtand upon its own legs; it doth not _ 
need the crutch: it needs only to be ſeen to be 
known; it needs only to be know to be believed. 

It is quite otherwiſe with error. The more cloſely = 
we look at truth, our conviction is the ſtronger, 


till it amounts to moral certainty. but as we draw 


nigh to error, conviction flees. from us, till it 


evaniſhes altogether. Error always needs ſophiſtry 
and wrangling to ſupport it... It is error and 


fephiftry in Hr. P. (page 19) to bring it as an ar- 
gument againſt the inſpired revelation, that. 
. The church hath ſet up a religion of and 


_ © revenue, in imitation of a "ang whoſe life was 
„ humility and poverty”. The queſtion is not, 


5; vary of a religion of pomp and revenue, it calls 


| men to be clothed with humitity: to ſet their affeftions- 
on we 17 above, and not on things which are on the 
_ earth... "Except: a man forſake 1 da 0 and. hi 


aue yea and ft ui li of nene 


. 128 
| Ieis e in Ms. P. to lay, (page 00h. fs 


* No of religion can be true, that hath 


« any thing in it that ſhocks the mind of a'child?, 

For though I were to ſuppoſe, but not grant, that 

revealed religion is fabulous, Mr. P.'s 33 and. 
e e upon it, would 2 diſprove os | 


| of his own ſyſtem of moralit ugg ſuggeſted 
the works of creation, and the re tion in whic| 


men ſtand to one another in human ſociety. Iris is 
5 ped for his 


eee to a child to be ſtript and why 
e hat as. Mr. FE. be ain 


What the church done? But the ut Hor I 16% 

What doth the fcriptures call upon men to do? 

e foretel, that, if any man will live 
in Chriſt Jeſus, he mult ſuffer perſecution- 
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for to-m 


it was not by changing Rimſelf, but b 1 
| the "og rut into. union with 9 


" remember the time when two or three hearty - 


tr  thwacks of the birch would make him writhe his 
_ 1 face, and ſhrug his ſhoulders. Now, the exiſtence 
and peace of ſociety, though we had no bible, 
require children to be e for their faults: 
but, according to Mr. P., that morality cannot 
be true; it cannot have exiftence in fact, becauſe 
the correction which it ſuggeſts is ſhocking to as 
mind of a child. On the fame principle, 1 
that Mr. P. renounces the doctrine of the More 9 7 gh 
ment, becauſe. he ſays. it is ſhocking to the mind 
of a childz he muſt deny his own ſyltem of mora - 


Fan my the application of it was once ſhocking 
m, and is ſo to children. Mr. P.'s reaſoning 
been to diſprove the reaſon of man as an intelligent 

ing, and his reſponſibility as a moral agent: it 


5 | diſproves the truth and exiſtence of moral law as 
applicable to man; it brings him down to a level 


with the beaſts that periſh; Let us eat and drink, 
arrow.we ſhall die!!! . 
It is rank ſophiſtry in Mr. P. {nine yy to lay, 


. that, Gad changed himſelf into the ſhape of a man”. _ 


When the Son o God appeared in human nature, 


| 3 LIKENEss of men. If. 117 B. rec eo 8 


« a looſe mores and es contrivance”, rx muſt 


ſay chat it is a looſe morality and low contrivance 
for God to appear in the works of creation. The | 
x 2 the power of God, is as really. manifeſted 
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reatic W l * water, A A FOO 


N moral 3 ws can, per- F 125 1 
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women, lauen with fins, leu 


1 


_ find, Win. pile of graſs, a8 th yn Fo 2 

tion of che univerſe at large. I Mr. EW then, 7: —_ 

8 brings it as an argument ninſt the divinity of the- 5 5 ; 
_ ?nſpired word of God, that Jeſusappeared in human 

nature; he muſt, on the fame principles, renounce - 5 
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truth will as certainly damn men, as the groſſe 
immoralities. Never entertain any ſentiment but 
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